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The Board, with support from its administrative staff, recognizes that competing in athletics is not a right but a privilege, and expects athletes to assume their responsibilities in adhering to the athletic policy established by the athletic council, approved by the Board and published in the student handbook.  Students who are members of athletic teams represent themselves, their school community, parents and team.  Conduct at all times, both on and off the athletic field, will be of the highest standard.

The Board supports a code of conduct for coaches and that their ability as coaches should not be measured by games won and lost, but their effect upon the development of the character of the athlete and attitude toward competitors, teammates, coaches, the school and community.

League Membership

Membership of the district in an interscholastic athletic conference or league shall be subject to Board approval upon recommendation of the Superintendent and the athletic director.  The Board shall review the constitution and bylaws of any such organization before giving its approval.  The designated voting delegates to the conference governing body are generally the High School Principal and the athletic director. Before voting on substantial changes in bylaws, rules or regulations that will substantially affect the district or the school’s athletic teams, said delegate shall advise the Board of the proposed change and follow its direction if given.

Likewise, the district or its schools are eligible to vote on changes in the Michigan High School Athletic Association’s Constitution, bylaws, or rules and for membership to the Association Athletic Council.  The Principal, through the Superintendent, shall bring any significant matters and recommendations to the attention of the Board prior to casting a vote. Direction may be given by the Board. 
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Coaches

It shall be the Board’s policy to employ qualified coaches.  If it is necessary to secure persons from outside the staff, the Superintendent shall recommend only those persons who are qualified to coach the sport, work with young people, and who have knowledge of first aid and the physical needs and limitations of students who are participating in the sport.  The athletic director, to acquaint the outside coach with the school system, Board and administrative policies and rules governing interscholastic athletics and basic instruction in first aid, shall provide training.  The Superintendent is delegated the authority to appoint teaching staff members to coaching staff positions and shall so inform the Board.  Outside coaching personnel shall be “substantially superior” to be recommended by the athletic director to the Board. The hiring of outside coaching personnel requires approval of the Board prior to assuming their responsibilities.

Budgets
Budgets for athletics shall be presented to and approved by the Superintendent, who shall in turn inform the Board.  If the budget requires additional expenditures, other than coaches’ salaries, from the Board’s general fund, it shall require Board approval.

Physicals
No student may practice for any athletic team until he/she has been examined and approved by a medical doctor for competition and until written consent to participate in the specific sport has been obtained from the parent or guardian.  Parent’s consent will not be necessary for students who have reached their 18th birthday.  Students shall also comply with the district’s requirement relative to insurance before participating.

A student who is under a doctor’s care for illness or injury shall not be allowed to participate in an athletic practice or contest until he/she has written permission from the physician to do so.

7210-R
Interscholastic Athletics
7210-R-3

Membership in Michigan High School Athletic Association
The Board shall annually enroll the district’s high school as a member of the Michigan High School Athletic Association and to participate in the approved inter-school athletics activities sponsored by said association.  The Superintendent shall be responsible to supervise and control said activities.  It is further the intent of the Board to accept the constitution and bylaws of said association and adopt as its own the rules and regulations of the association as minimum standards.
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Athletic Policy
PREAMBLE

Representing Leslie Public Schools in interscholastic athletics is a privilege and

 not a right.  Students who participate in interscholastic athletics are expected to represent the highest ideals of character by exemplifying good conduct, good sportsmanship, good citizenship, and good training, which includes abstaining from the use of tobacco, alcohol, and drugs.  Separate and apart from a student’s performance as an athlete, the student’s conduct, sportsmanship, citizenship, and training reflect, at all times on the student/athlete, his or her team, our school, and our community.  Accordingly, this Athletic Participation Agreement has been established for all students who aspire to participate in interscholastic athletics at Leslie High School.

LESLIE HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC PHILOSOPHY STATEMENT

The purpose of the Leslie High School Athletic Program is to assist in the

development of the physical, social, mental and emotional well being of the student.  While it is understood that winning is the reward for excellence, it is also emphasized that winning must be done with integrity and good sportsmanship to effectively develop worthwhile character traits in the participants.
It is the intent of the Leslie Athletic Program to encourage participation of all 

students and to continue to build a winning tradition.  We believe that participation in athletics is an excellent method to prepare our young people to be positive, productive citizens and leaders in their community.

MEMBERSHIP IN THE MICHIGAN HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION

Leslie High School is a member of the Michigan High School Athletic 

Association (MHSAA) and is thereby responsible for following all rules of this governing body.  Student/athletes and parents may request these policies from the athletic director.
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PHYSICAL EXAMS

No student/athlete shall participate in any phase of the L.H.S. athletic

 program without a physical examination card filed in the athletic office for the current school year.  This card must be signed by the examiner (M.D., D.O., Physician’s Assistant or Nurse Practitioner), indicating that the student/athlete is physically able to compete in athletic activities.  For the card to be valid, the physical examination must be given on or after April 15 of the previous school year.  As a further condition of participation, an unemancipated minor’s parent or guardian must also consent to the student’s athletic participation.  In cases of serious injury or extended illness, school officials reserve the right to require a student/athlete to be re-examined by a physician (M.D. or D.O.) before returning to participate in interscholastic athletics.
DURATION OF POLICY

The Leslie High School Athletic Policy is in effect 12 months a year. 

 Student/athletes are subject to the consequences of this policy for as long as they are students at Leslie High School.  Student/athletes become subject to this policy on the day of the first official practice of the first sport they participate in.
ATTENDANCE

Student/athletes must be present at all games and practices as designated by the 

coach, unless absent from school due to personal illness, doctor’s appointment, or coach’s permission prior to the absence.   Student/athletes must be in classroom attendance all day in order to dress and participate for an athletic contest or practice that day.  Under emergency circumstances, the athletic director or Principal may grant a written exception to this rule.

Truancy from class on a practice day will result in the student/athlete being held 

out of the next practice after the truancy is noticed.  Truancy from class on a game day will result in the student/athlete being held out of the next game after the truancy is noticed.  

CODE OF CONDUCT 

The following Code of Conduct has been established to maintain the high

 standards that are expected of all student/athletes who represent Leslie High School.
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I. Substance Abuse

  


Illegal Drugs:  Student/athletes may not use, possess, or distribute illegal drugs (including anabolic steroids, the illegal use of performance enhancing substances and “look alike” drugs), or drug paraphernalia.

Alcoholic Beverages:  Student/athletes may not use, possess, or distribute

 alcoholic beverages.

Tobacco substances or devices (i.e., pipes, rolling papers, etc.):  

Student/athletes may not use, possess, or distribute tobacco products or devices.

First Offense – Suspension for three (3) weeks of the in-sport 
season.  The suspension will take place immediately, upon proof of the violation, and will run consecutively from that point.  Student/athletes suspended during the off-season shall begin their suspension at the beginning of the next sport they participate in. 
· If the suspension occurs beyond the last three (3) weeks of the 
suspension or remainder of the same will take place the next time said student/athlete participates in a sport (same school year or next, if offense occurs in the spring).

· If the suspension does not exceed beyond the end of the season, 
the following requirements must be met, unless the student/athlete is suspended from school.  Failure to meet these requirements will lead to dismissal from the team.

- Suspended student/athletes must attend and participate in all 
  practices during suspension. 

- Suspended student/athletes must travel with the team to all 

                    
        scheduled contests during the suspension.

- Suspended student/athletes must sit with the team, but may not

  
        be in uniform.

· If the suspension exceeds the remaining athletic contests in the current
 season, he/she will turn in his/her equipment and be dismissed from the team.
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Second Offense -   Suspension from athletics at Leslie High School 

for one calendar year. The suspension will take place immediately upon proof of the violation.  The student/athlete will not be involved with any LHS team during this suspension.  The student/athlete may apply for reinstatement after a minimum of three months if he/she has successfully completed an accredited substance abuse treatment program and is actively involved in post-treatment aftercare.  This request will be considered by the Athletic Council.  If, after reinstatement the student/athlete is again suspended for alcohol/drug-related incidents, he/she will be suspended for the remainder of his/her career.

Third Offense -  Suspension from all athletics at Leslie High School for the remainder of the student/athlete’s academic career.  Application for reinstatement may take place, under the conditions listed above, only if the second alcohol/drug suspension was not lifted by the Athletic Council.
II.
Criminal Behavior

Any student/athlete charged with a felony or criminal misdemeanor, other

 than a minor traffic violation, shall be immediately suspended from athletic participation pending an investigation by the athletic director and Principal.  A conviction in the criminal case is NOT necessary to establish a violation of the Athletic Policy.  Upon conviction of a felony or a criminal misdemeanor, at the discretion of the Principal and athletic director, the stated “offense order” may be superceded up to and including permanent removal from all athletic teams. If the athletic director and Principal conclude that the student/athlete has violated the Athletic Policy, the suspension from athletics shall continue as described below and will be served in the same manner as a substance abuse violation:  In addition a student/athlete will not be an accomplice to or be in the presence of any unlawful acts (including, but note limited to, drug use/possession, underage use/possession of alcohol or tobacco).
First Offense:  The student/athlete will be suspended for three (3) weeks of the current (or next, if not currently participating) athletic season. 

Second Offense:  The student/athlete will be suspended for one calendar year, beginning with the date charges are officially filed.
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Third Offense:  The student/athlete will be suspended for the remainder of his/her academic career at Leslie High School.
III.
School Suspensions

Loss of all school privileges (no practice or contests) during the duration of the 

suspension.  Serious or repeated infractions may be dealt with more severely as deemed by the athletic director and/or coach.  The student/athlete may not participate in a scheduled contest until he/she returns to school.
IV. Hazing

Hazing activities of any type are inconsistent with the educational process and 

will be prohibited at all times.  Hazing is defined as any willful act done by a student, whether individually or in concert with others, to another student for the purpose of subjecting such student to humiliation, intimidation, physical abuse or threats of abuse, social or other ostracism, shame, or disgrace.  Permission, consent, or assumption of risk by an individual subjected to hazing does not lessen the prohibition.  Student/athletes engaging in such behavior may expect that their coach and/or the athletic director will discipline them based on the severity of the incident.

V.
Unsportsmanlike Conduct  

Defined as ejection from a contest.
· First Offense:  Follow MHSAA policy (suspended from next contest date).

· Second Offense: Suspended from two contest dates after ejection.

· Third Offense:  Suspension for remainder of season.
VI. Quitting a Sport After the First Contest  

Penalty shall be suspension for one-fourth (1/4) of the next sport season the 

student/athlete participates in during the current or following school year.  Suspension may be lifted with a written statement of re-instatement from the coach of the sport from which the student/athlete quits.
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VII. All Other Violations

All other violations of the Leslie High School student handbook may lead to 

disciplinary action for LHS student/athletes.  Behavior such as, but not limited to, being 
disruptive in class, using profane language, cheating, insubordination to any staff member, or sexual harassment, are NOT acceptable.  Student/athletes engaging in such behaviors may expect to be disciplined beyond what is called for in the LHS student handbook by their coach and/or 
the athletic director.

POLICY FOR TRANSFER STUDENT FOLLOWING VIOLATIONS OF ORIGINAL SCHOOL’S ATHLETIC POLICY

Leslie High School will enforce upon a transfer student any period of ineligibility to 
which the student would have been subject as a result of athletic code violations at that student’s most recent previously-attended school.

A student who transfers to Leslie High School after becoming ineligible because of an athletic conduct code violation at the previously attended school shall remain ineligible at Leslie High School for the period of time covered by the LHS policy.  This will be the case even if the student’s situation would otherwise satisfy one or more of the exceptions to the transfer 
regulation of Leslie High School and the Michigan High School Athletic Association 
(Regulation I, Section 9).

The student was subject to the rules and penalties of the previous school and shall not be allowed to escape the consequences of his/her conduct and, in doing so, displace students of 
Leslie High School from teams, positions, events, and awards until the full period of ineligibility has been served.

ACADEMIC ELIGIBILITY

Special Ninth Grade Standards
All students entering the ninth grade are eligible for athletic participation.

High School Athletics
All student athletes, including ninth graders, must be carrying and passing the equivalent of at least 20 credit hours (MHSAA requirement).  Student athletes other than ninth graders must have passed the equivalent of 20 credit hours through the previous trimester of enrollment.

7210-R
Interscholastic Athletics





7210-R-10
Eligible is defined as a 1.65 (C-) cumulative grade point average at the end of each trimester and not failing more than one class.  A student athlete with a grade point between 1.65 (C-) and 2.0 (C) will be required to attend a morning study table before school three (3) times per week to maintain eligibility.  A student athlete who falls below the 1.65 average will become ineligible for participation until the time the student meets or exceeds a 1.65 overall average.  A student participating in a study table will do so for the balance of the trimester and must also meet MHSAA guidelines for eligibility.

Student athletes may not participate in more than one sport in any athletic season.

Current  Trimester Record
A student/athlete must be carrying and doing passing work in at least 20 credit hours (four classes).  The athletic director will submit eligibility cards to each student/athlete’s teachers 
every two weeks for signatures.  Each eligibility card will have two columns, one for scholastic (grade) achievement and one for behavior and attitude displayed in the classroom.  Each teacher will sign the card in both columns.  If a student/athlete is carrying less than five classes, he/she must receive all “yes” signatures on his/her eligibility card.  A student/athlete with five classes may receive no more than one “no” signature in either column.  
APPEAL PROCESS

Student/athletes are entitled to due process once the athletic director has handed down a suspension.  The student/athletes will have one calendar week to appeal an athletic suspension or other consequence.  Student/athletes will remain under suspension during the appeal.  Should the student/athlete and his/her parents wish to appeal the athletic director’s decision, the following steps must be followed:

First:

The Athletic Council

Second: 
The Superintendent of Schools

Third:

The Board of Education
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The Athletic Council shall be comprised of the building Principal, assistant 

Principal (if not also the athletic director), counselor, a mutually agreed-upon teacher (non-
coach), the head coach of the sport involved, and the athlete’s immediate coach.  The athletic director will be involved in appeals to the Athletic Council, but will be a non-voting member.
SPORTS OFFERED AT LHS
Fall:





      Winter:
Football




   
Boys and Girls Basketball

Boys and Girls Cross Country

   
Wrestling

Boys Tennis



   

Competitive Cheerleading
Girls Volleyball




Spring:

Baseball

Boys and Girls Track

Boys Golf
Girls Softball

Girls Tennis
Girls Soccer (2007-2008 NEW)
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STUDENT/ATHLETE/PARENT ACKNOWLEDGEMENT FOR

LESLIE HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT

______________________________


___________________
Student/Athlete’s name (please print)



School Year

AS A LESLIE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT/ATHLETE AND THE PARENT/GUARDIAN OF SAID STUDENT/ATHLETE, WHO IS VOLUNTARILY PARTICIPATING IN INTERSCHOLASTIC ATHLETICS:

1. I understand and will abide by the Leslie High School Athletic Policy, the LHS student handbook, the rules of my team, and the rules of the Michigan High School Athletic Association.

2. I will be responsible for all athletic equipment issued to me during the season.  I will return 

such equipment at the end of the season.  I agree to pay the current replacement cost of such equipment if it is not returned in good condition at the end of the season.  I understand that student/athletes will not participate in further athletic activities or walk at graduation until any said costs are paid.
3. I understand the inherent danger of athletic participation.  I know that injuries can and do 

occur as a result of athletic participation.  Such injuries may include (but are not limited to) sprains, fractures, ligament and/or cartilage damage; and may result in temporary (or permanent), partial (or complete) impairment in the use of my limbs; brain damage; paralysis; or even death.  I participate in interscholastic athletics knowing these risks.
4. I understand that Leslie High School does NOT provide health, dental, vision or life insurance for student/athletes and that such insurance is the responsibility of the family.
5. I understand that I will be required to travel off campus for the purpose of athletic participation and that transportation will be provided by the school, coaches, or advisors.

__________________________________



_________________

Student/Athlete Signature





Date

__________________________________



_________________

Parent or Guardian Signature





Date

EACH STUDENT/ATHLETE AND PARENT OR GUARDIAN MUST SIGN THIS ACKNOWLEDGMENT FORM AFTER READING THE ATHLETIC POLICY.  IT IS A REQUIREMENT FOR PARTICIPATION IN ANY FORM OF ATHLETICS AT LESLIE HIGH SCHOOL.
Approved:  June 16, 2008

